






ENGLISH TRANSLATION

A high-end integrated music system for less than 3,000 euros?

This is the bet of the Dutch manufacturer Van Medevoort Audio with its MA360 integrated amplifier, 
an improved version of its little brother the MA350 which, without operating a revolution, 
nevertheless advances another notch in the optimization of its performances and its components.

Since its creation in March 1985 by Ad van Medevoort, passionate about music and technology, the 
Van Medevoort brand has been able to assert its singularity without excessive flashy advertising. Still 
quite confidential, the manufacturer has the originality of offering a complete range of sources, 
amplifiers, DACs and speaker systems, as well as accessories and cables, a range which is now in its 
fifth generation. From an aesthetic point of view, the design of the MA360 is taken from its 
predecessor, displaying a silver and black front plate, rather elegant and sophisticated without being 
anchored in modernity, and which rests on an extremely solid casing. Equipped with a power of 2 x 
150 W under 8 ohms, the MA360 is capable of taming most speakers, whether they are bookshelf or 
column format, even the most difficult to drive.

In addition, with a very high damping factor of between 1,200 and 1,500, the amplifier offers much 
tighter and more precise control of the movements of the speaker cone, especially in the low 
frequencies, the ability of the amplifier to quickly stop the cone after a sound peak being essential for 
accurate reproduction of transients.

It is at the level of the choice of components that a big change has been made, mainly concerning the 
power supply. The MA360 is equipped with a mains filter composed entirely of discrete components. 
This was developed by the Van Medevoort technical team. The toroidal transformer is more powerful 
and better insulated, the filter capacitors are electrolytic with low series resistance. The amplifier 
bandwidth is also wider thanks to the better quality of the bipolar transistors, extending from 1.5 to 
100,000 Hz. In addition, the integrated protection circuits guarantee optimum protection of the 
amplifier and speakers against potential damage.

The construction of the amplifier is based on discrete line and power stages of dynamic class A, with 
very high slew rate and low distortion, allowing it to avoid excessive heat generation by sliding  
smoothly in higher bias, thus developing more current as needed. As a result, regardless of the signal 
strength, the operating temperature does not change. No additional heat is released and the heat 
that remains to be dissipated by the final stage is constant, the power transistors thus operating 
optimally. This technique gives the amplifier stages a very fast and very smooth rise time, which is 
particularly noticeable when listening. In terms of connectivity, the MA360 leaves nothing to chance 
and goes straight to the essentials. On the front panel there is an on/off button as well as a series of 
switches to select the appropriate input, while on the back there are six gold-plated inputs including 
an XLR, and two outputs including a pre-out that allow the MA360 to be used as a preamplifier or 
power amplifier, with other components from the Van Medevoort range in particular.



THE INSTALLATION

For our tests, the MA360 amplifier was coupled with our Athom GT1 HD speakers and our Esprit Beta 
HP cables. The use of a mains conditioner in addition seemed to us to be a relevant choice in order to 
preserve the signal as much as possible from all disruptive electrical phenomena and thus guarantee 
the performance of the amplifier, which was our case during listening with the Audioquest 
Powerquest 303 conditioner coupled for the occasion with the NRG-Y3 mains cable. For listening, we 
stuck to our usual sources, with varied tracks selected both in streaming, but also in physical CD and 
vinyl media.

THE SOUND

After connecting the MA360 to our system, the great musicality of this amplifier quickly revealed 
itself. From the outset, the sound reproduction is neat, with liveliness and precision, delivering a well-
balanced musicality, which is expressed with relief and warmth, certainly fleshed out in terms of 
clarity and details. This beautiful musical balance, endowed with life and expressiveness, allows it to 
marry with many speakers, whatever their sound signature. The restitutions of the different registers, 
both in terms of dynamics and power increases as well as in the maintenance of the bass and the 
opening of the sound space, are successful. The mid-high is defined, precise, with a lot of presence, 
fluidity and articulation, while the control in the lower part of the spectrum is truly surprising, 
developing tight and precise bass, very quickly, with less unwanted buzzing or dragging effect. This is 
the strength of its enormous damping factor. The listener effortlessly immerses himself in a very 
natural soundstage, which expresses itself with great width, and knows how to subtly extend in 
depth. The precision and neutrality with which the amplification modules operate are striking. It 
would probably be an exaggeration to say that the MA360 is completely free of coloration, but it 
strives to achieve this ideal. The sound of the MA360 is above all realistic, close to the listener. It does 
not add any artifice to the signal transmitted by the source, thus restoring a sound of great fidelity 
and great purity. The result is great transparency and a lot of neutrality, leaving the feeling that 
nothing comes between the music and the listener.

OUR CONCLUSION

Finally, through the sobriety of its design, the optimization of its power supply diagram and the 
quality of its manufacture, the MA360 integrated amplifier has solid assets to position itself as a 
serious competitor in this market segment. This is an amplifier that does not seek to seduce with a 
luxurious design or superfluous features. It does what is essential, to restore the music in its integrity, 
with naturalness and liveliness, and even authority when necessary, ensuring that each note is 
reproduced with great precision. Even if it has fierce competitors, in particular the excellent Atoll 
IN300, the Van Medevoort MA360 is an amplifier that deserves to be listened to because it will 
surprise more than one audiophile ear.




